
Hebrews 12:1 exhorts us to faithfulness in our Christian race as we consider the testimony of  the “cloud 
of  witnesses”—those who have gone before us and were faithful. We have the honor, during this week of  
celebration, to have present with us some of  the notable men and women of  providential history. Each 
one plays a significant part in the story of  reformation and revival. This is a special opportunity for you 
and your children to enrich your understanding of  the sacrifices made by the Reformers and their heirs by 
hearing their stories and by asking them questions about their lives. So, when you see someone wearing an 
“I am Part of  His-Story” button, greet him and be prepared to learn from the life of  a faithful witness for 
the Gospel.

Then, make sure to ask for each one’s signature and Scripture reference in your autograph book. We 
recommend you get one book for each member of  the family. Those who acquire at least 30 signatures 
can bring their autograph books to the Vision Forum book table to receive a gift certificate good for 
$10 toward anything at the table, $20 of  downloads from Behemoth.com, or a special 1-oz. silver 
commemorative coin struck especially for this event. Some of  the Reformers will even have special clues 
that will be helpful in solving the mystery of  the Reformation treasure hunt, so listen attentively!

America
Princess Rebecca “Pocahontas” Rolfe: Born a heathen princess, Rebecca Rolfe became the first 
known Protestant Christian convert in the New World. The daughter of  the chief  of  the Powhatan tribe, 
she intervened as a young girl to save the life of  John Smith, thereby greatly contributing to the success of  
the Jamestown Colony. John Rolfe, the man whom she would later marry, instructed her in the Scriptures. 
Though she died at a young age while visiting England, her descendants include some of  the most prominent 
Americans, including two Presidents of  the United States.

Anne Burras Leydon: Anne Burras was the first recorded English woman to marry in the Western 
Hemisphere. Arriving in Jamestown just one year after its founding, she was soon married and became the 
first English woman to give birth to a known surviving child in North America. She illustrates the Protestant 
ideal of  the family—rather than a commune of  unmarried men—as the basic unit of  dominion and cultural 
advancement.

Governor Edward Winslow: Arriving on the Mayflower in 1620, Edward Winslow quickly proved himself  
a courageous and capable leader. He served in various public offices for the Colony, traveling far and wide on 
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missions of  exploration and diplomacy to the surrounding Indian nations. Along with Bradford’s, his firsthand 
accounts provide our most valuable windows into the life of  the early Plymouth Colony.

Priscilla Mullins: Along with her father, mother, and brother, Priscilla Mullins sailed onboard the 
Mayflower as one of  the original members of  the Plymouth Colony. She survived the dreadful first winter 
there, a winter in which her family and all but three other women died. Rather than returning to the security 
of  England, she chose to remain in the Plymouth Colony and marry John Alden. Today, her descendants are 
estimated at one million.

Anne Bradstreet: Anne Bradstreet (1612-1672) arrived in Massachusetts as a young woman in 1630, a 
member of  the band of  Puritans who settled the Boston area under the leadership of  John Winthrop. She was 
a gifted poet, and a collection of  her poems was the first book of  poetry by an American author. While she is 
remembered today primarily for this accomplishment, the role she most cherished was that of  devoted wife 
of  Simon Bradstreet—a leader of  the Massachusetts Bay Colony—and mother of  eight children. She serves 
as a consummate example of  a Puritan woman—highly educated and skilled, with a heart after God which 
manifested itself  in joyful and wholehearted devotion to her family.

Sam Adams: Of  steadfast Puritan extraction, American “Son of  Liberty” Samuel Adams was a lifelong 
opponent of  lawless tyranny. As a young man, he had to defend his family’s estate from seizure by the state. 
Adams believed that all land belonged to God and not to the king and therefore all attempts of  the civil 
government to tax or seize property were unlawful and ungodly. He also held that taxation is only lawful if  
those who are taxed are also represented, either directly or through elected representatives. These principles 
of  the Puritans, who were heavily influenced by Calvin, motivated Adams to indefatigably resist the lawless 
tyranny of  the British king and parliament.

Abigail Adams: Abigail Adams was the wife of  John Adams, our second president, and the mother of  
John Quincy Adams, our sixth. An able assistant to her husband, she wrote him hundreds of  letters of  
encouragement, discussing with him the principles of  biblical representative government. She instilled in her 
son John Quincy a love and honor for his father and for the precious treasure of  liberty which he spent his life 
defending.

President George Washington: A man of  prayer, a deacon in his church, and the father of  our country. 
George Washington served as Commander in Chief  in the Continental Army and later as President of  the 
United States of  America. His thinking regarding lawful acts of  resistance against tyranny, principles of  
liberty and law being rooted in the Scriptures, and more, reflect his link to the Reformation Fathers.

Egypt
Athanasius: Athanasius was an Egyptian bishop of  the 4th century who stood against the world for the 
unpopular but Biblical truth of  the Trinity and the eternal deity of  Christ, without which man’s salvation 
is impossible. He was influential in formulating the Nicene Creed in 325 and was exiled five times for his 
courageous proclamation of  orthodox truth and steadfast refusal to compromise with destructive heresy. 
Athanasius’ stand secured the church’s independence from the state.



England
William Tyndale: As a young man William Tyndale studied for the priesthood. Horrified that this course 
of  study did not include the Scriptures, he began to organize private gatherings for that purpose. He was 
a gifted linguist, fluent in eight languages, and soon saw the need for an English translation of  the Bible 
taken from the original languages. Forced to flee England, he pursued this dangerous endeavor, moving 
from hiding place to hiding place in the Low Countries. He succeeded in translating the New Testament as 
well as large portions of  the Old before being betrayed to Henry VIII’s agents and burned in 1536. His last 
words were, “Lord, open the King of  England’s eyes!” The King James Bible of  1611 was drawn largely from 
Tyndale, the New Testament being 90% his work. His translations helped to create a common dialect of  
English, for which reason scholars credit Tyndale, far more than Shakespeare, as the father of  the English 
language.

Queen Anne Boleyn: Anne Boleyn, as queen of  England and the second wife of  the notorious Henry 
VIII, worked to further the spread of  the Reformation in England. Accused by Roman Catholics of  being, 
“more Lutheran than Luther himself,” she firmly believed that the Bible should be translated into the 
vernacular and encouraged King Henry VIII to read protestant books including William Tyndale’s The 
Obedience of  a Christian Man. She also opposed the confiscation of  church property by the Crown. In 1536, 
Henry had her beheaded on false charges and married again three days later.

Lady Jane Grey Dudley: Lady Jane Grey was an unsuccessful claimant to the throne of  England. Named 
heir presumptive before the death of  Edward VI as a Protestant alternative to Roman Catholic Mary Tudor in 
1553, she ruled for only nine days before being deposed by Mary and imprisoned in the Tower of  London. She 
was eventually executed on the charge of  high treason in 1554 and died reciting Psalm 51.

Lady Catherine Willoughby: An English noblewoman and outspoken Reformed protestant, Catherine 
Willoughby was a close friend of  Catherine Parr, sixth queen of  Henry VIII. During the reign of  Protestant 
Edward VI, she established churches in England for refugees fleeing persecution on the Continent. Fleeing 
England on the accession of  Mary Tudor in 1553, she shared her husband’s exile on the Continent, the 
last year of  which was spent governing Lithuania on behalf  of  the King of  Poland. Their son Peregrine 
commanded the English forces in the Low Countries and later fought alongside the Huguenots under Henry 
of  Navarre.

Richard Hakluyt: Richard Hakluyt was a geographer and cartographer whose numerous books sparked 
interest in the discovery and settlement of  America. He served as principal secretary of  state under Queen 
Elizabeth I and King James I. He was influential in founding the Virginia Company and obtaining letters 
patent from the king for the colonization of  Virginia and the founding of  the Jamestown, the purpose of  
which he stated to be the enlargement of  the Kingdom of  God through the conversion of  the natives to 
Christianity.

Sir Walter Raleigh: Born to Protestant parents in Devon, Walter Raleigh was a writer, soldier, and 
explorer. He founded the unsuccessful colony at Roanoke in North Carolina. Rising to high favor under 
Queen Elizabeth I, he was imprisoned in the Tower of  London by James I, whom he resolutely opposed. 



Raleigh was released in 1616 to lead an expedition to Venezuela, but upon his return he was re-imprisoned 
and eventually beheaded in 1618.

Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector: Oliver Cromwell was a principled Puritan leader who commanded 
Parliament’s New Model Army in a war of  lawful resistance to the tyranny of  King Charles I, who had 
flagrantly violated English Common Law. After Charles’s defeat and execution, Cromwell served as 
Lord Protector of  the British Commonwealth. Under his leadership, Great Britain rose to new heights of  
prosperity and influence, but his death paved the way for the Restoration of  the Stuart monarchy.

Captain Edmund Curtis: Edmund Curtis was a naval captain who served with distinction under Oliver 
Cromwell. In 1652, he was dispatched to Virginia with orders to obtain that colony’s submission to the 
British Commonwealth. Though the Virginian authorities at first refused to do so, upon the promise that 
their submission would not lead to English parliamentary interference, the mission was concluded peacefully. 
Curtis later fought in the first Anglo-Dutch War of  1652-1654.

Charles Darwin: Born in 1809 into a well-connected English family, as a young man Charles Darwin 
was sent to school for medicine and then theology. A less-than-committed student, he preferred to dabble in 
natural science and jumped at the opportunity of  a five-year voyage of  scientific investigation onboard the 
HMS Beagle. He spent the remainder of  his life cataloging his experiences on the voyage, lecturing to leading 
societies, and conducting experiments in breeding. Compromise in the teachers came to full growth in their 
student as Darwin gradually rejected the truths of  Scripture in favor of  naturalistic reasoning. Responding to 
the sorrows in his life with bitterness towards God, he would write just before his death of  the idea of  God’s 
justice in eternally condemning the wicked as “a damnable doctrine.”

France
Queen Marguerite de Navarre: Sister to King Francis I of  France, Marguerite early distinguished 
herself  for her intelligence, diplomacy, and piety. After her marriage to Henri, King of  Navarre, their court 
became a place of  shelter for noted reformers such as Jacques Lefèvre d’Étaples, Clement Marot, William 
Farel, Theodore Beza, and John Calvin. Marguerite is remembered for the numerous poems, plays, and 
stories which she authored, and for which the Sorbonne accused her of  heresy, but perhaps her most 
significant legacies remain in her protection of  Gospel preaching and in her daughter, Jeanne.

Queen Jeanne d’Albret de Navarre: The only surviving child of  Henri & Marguerite of  Navarre, 
Jeanne from her earliest years was reared in the truths of  the Gospel by her mother. Described as remarkable, 
grave, saintly, inspiring, brave, ardent, and strong-willed, she publicly established the Reformed faith in 
her capital of  Bearn, despite the threats of  the pope. When the wars of  religion broke out, she vigorously 
supported the Huguenot cause and led in its organization and diplomacy. She died while negotiating peace 
and the marriage of  her son, who would become Henry IV, King of  France.

Princess Renée de France: Princess Renée (1510-1574), second daughter of  King Louis XII of  France, 
was a noble woman of  the Reformation, a dear friend and correspondent of  John Calvin, and a defender of  
Protestantism. Orphaned at the age of  five, Renée was early instructed in reformed doctrine by a devout and 



kindly governess and, after being given in marriage to the Duke of  Ferrara, defended the Protestant cause in 
Italy despite fierce opposition. Returning to France later in life, she sheltered hundreds of  Huguenot refugees 
in her castle despite the ravages and threats of  her own son-in-law, the Duke of  Guise. Her life presents the 
example of  a woman made courageous by conviction and sanctified through trial.

Admiral Gaspard de Coligny: Gaspard de Coligny was Admiral of  France and a prominent Huguenot 
leader. Born into a noble and ancient family, he became a Protestant in 1558 and corresponded with John 
Calvin and Theodore Beza. He helped to found Huguenot colonies in Brazil and Florida and was a chief  
leader of  the Huguenot forces who fought in self-defense against the continual massacres of  Roman 
Catholics. Coligny was murdered by the retainers of  the Duke of  Guise on the 22nd of  August 1572, St. 
Bartholomew’s Day.

Louis de Bourbon, Prince de Condé: Born into one of  France’s noblest houses, Louis served as a 
general during France’s wars with the Hapsburgs. After converting to Protestantism, he led the Huguenot 
armies and was killed in the disastrous battle of  Jarnac in 1569. 

Pierre Masson: Pierre Masson was a Waldense pastor who journeyed to protestant cities in Switzerland 
and Germany seeking support for his fellow Waldenses. On his return journey he was arrested at Dijon, 
France, and martyred on the 10th of  September, 1530.

Germany
Martin Luther: A German monk, Luther’s quest for merit with God through monasticism led him to the 
realization that man is justified by faith in Christ alone without human merit. He pioneered the Protestant 
Reformation in Germany by protesting against papal indulgences in the 95 theses. Standing before the Diet of  
Worms, he declared that the Word of  God alone, not pope, church council, or tradition, is the final authority 
for faith and life: “Here I stand; I can do no other; may God help me.”

Katharina von Bora: A Cistercian nun, Katharina renounced the abuses of  the Roman church after 
reading the writings of  Martin Luther. She escaped from her convent with several of  her sisters hidden in 
herring barrels. Reaching Wittenberg, the nuns were all soon married to suitable husbands with the advice 
and help of  Dr. Martin—except for Katharina, whom he eventually married himself. As the capable helpmeet 
to Luther, her example in life and marriage was pivotal in advancing the reformation of  the Christian family 
in Europe.

Hawai’i
Princess Victoria Ka‘iulani Cleghorne: Born Victoria Ka‘iulani Kalaninuiahilapalapa Kawekiu i 
Lunalilo Cleghorn, she was daughter of  a Scottish merchant and a Hawai‘ian princess. After the unlawful 
overthrow of  the Kingdom of  Hawai‘i by American business interests, she journeyed to the United States in 
1893 to intercede with President Grover Cleveland and the American people for its restoration. Unsuccessful 



in her mission, Hawai‘i was annexed by the United States in 1898 and Ka‘iulani died the following year.

The Netherlands
William I of  Orange: William the Silent, Prince of  Orange was the foremost leader of  the protestant 
and national struggle for freedom in the Netherlands from the yoke of  Roman Catholic Spain and her bloody 
Duke of  Alva. William’s untiring and wise leadership eventually secured liberty, and made possible the 
industry and prosperity for which the Netherlands were long renowned.

Scot land
John Knox: Wielding a broadsword, Knox began his career as bodyguard to protestant preacher George 
Wishart. After a stint as a French galley slave, Knox was released to England where he helped to draft the 
39 Articles of  the Church of  England, giving him a place as a foremost English as well as Scottish reformer. 
Forced to leave England at the accession of  Bloody Mary Tudor, he went to Geneva where he studied under 
John Calvin to whom he ever after looked as a father. He returned to Scotland in 1559 and spent the rest of  
his life preaching and writing in support of  reformation in his native land. Knox was remarkable for his love 
of  God’s Word and for his courage. At his death, one Scottish noble declared, “Here lies a man who neither 
flattered nor feared any flesh.”

Margaret Stewart Knox: A near relative of  Mary Queen of  Scots, Margaret Stewart became the wife of  
John Knox in 1564. Her father, Andrew Stewart, was a steadfast supporter of  Knox who had remained with 
him when most of  his other friends deserted him. Margaret proved a devoted wife and mother with great 
piety and affection. Her husband died after only eight years of  marriage, leaving her to rear three young 
daughters, the most well-known of  whom was Elizabeth Knox Welch. 

James Stuart, Earl of  Moray: James Stuart was the illegitimate son of  King James V of  Scotland and 
half-brother of  Mary, Queen of  Scots. He was educated by Reformer George Buchanan and often attended 
the preaching of  John Knox. A protector of  Knox, he did much to aid the cause of  the Reformation in 
Scotland. In 1560, an army of  600 Protestant Scots under his command defeated a combined French and 
Scottish Catholic army 4600 strong. After Mary’s deposition in 1567, he served as regent of  Scotland until his 
assassination at the hands of  a Catholic conspirator.

Anne Vaughan Locke: Anne Vaughan Locke was an English poetess of  Puritan parentage. In 1557, the 
Locke family moved to Geneva at the invitation of  John Knox, a family friend. In Geneva, Anne translated 
many of  Calvin’s writings into English. Returning to England in 1560, she raised financial support for Knox 
among London merchants. She is also credited with writing the first sonnet sequence in the English language, 
“A Meditation of  a Penitent Sinner”, comprised of  26 sonnets based on Psalm 51.

Elizabeth Knox Welch: Elizabeth Knox Welch was the youngest daughter of  John Knox and married a 
man like her father—John Welch, an unflinching Presbyterian pastor and a man of  prayer. Her husband was 



imprisoned in Edinburgh Castle in 1605 and exiled in 1606 for opposing the imposition of  bishops and for 
declaring that Christ alone was head of  the Church, not the king. Mrs. Welch shared her husband’s many 
years of  exile in France. When John Welch’s health began to fail, she personally petitioned the king, a relative 
on her mother’s side, to grant her husband liberty to return to Scotland. The king refused this unless she 
would persuade her husband to submit to the bishops. Mrs. Welch replied that she would rather receive his 
head in her apron than see him compromise the faith.

Lady Jane Kenmure: Lady Jane Kenmure was a Scottish noblewoman of  the highest rank. She used 
her influence to protect covenanting minister and theologian Samuel Rutherford. Though often sick and 
subjected to many trials, including the deaths of  her brother, two husbands, and four children, the testimony 
of  her Christian character shines brightly, preserved through an extensive correspondence with Rutherford, 
who remained her lifelong friend and shepherd.

Lady Mary Lindsay: Lady Mary Lindsay was the eldest daughter of  James, Earl of  Annandale. Though 
born into a royalist home, she was converted to Christ through the preaching of  John Welch and married 
William, Earl of  Crawford, a Covenanter. In her, the persecuted, the poor, and the suffering found a 
sympathizing friend.

Sophia Guthrie: Sophia Guthrie was the daughter of  James Guthrie, a Covenanter minister who was 
martyred at the Restoration of  the Stuarts in 1661. She and her mother were later exiled to the Isle of  
Shetland after a book which vindicated the reputation of  her dead father was discovered in their house. Her 
brother William’s descendants eventually settled in Pennsylvania and were associated with the framers of  the 
1775 Mecklenburg Declaration of  Independence.

Isabel Brown: Young wife to John Brown, a tremendously gifted peasant farmer with a heart for 
discipleship, Isabel, with their children around her, was forced to witness the cold-blooded murder of  her 
husband by “Bonnie Dundee” Claverhouse. Sardonically asked what she thought of  her fine husband now, 
she replied, “I ever thought much good of  him, and more than ever now.”

Margaret Wilson: Margaret Wilson was the daughter of  Gilbert Wilson, a wealthy farmer. Because 
his children were covenanters, his property was plundered and he died penniless. Betrayed and imprisoned 
at eighteen years of  age, Margaret refused to deny Scotland’s Covenants. The punishment: death by slow 
drowning under the incoming tide. She died with the 25th Psalm and Romans 8 on her lips.

Agnes Wilson: Agnes Wilson was the younger sister of  Margaret Wilson. She was arrested and imprisoned 
along with her older sister in 1685, when she was only thirteen years of  age, and likewise refused to deny her 
faith. Her father, a conformist, succeeded in obtaining her release by the payment of  one hundred pounds.

Spain
Queen Juana de Castile: A daughter of  Ferdinand and Isabella of  Castile and Aragon, one of  Juana’s 
earliest memories was being taken a young girl to watch the burning of  Christians at the stake for 
Protestantism. She would later embrace the evangelical faith for which those “heretics” died. After her 



mother’s death, agreements between her father, husband, and son would keep her confined as insane and 
only nominally queen of  her rightful kingdom of  Castile.

Cipriano de Valera: Cipriano de Valera was the editor of  the first protestant Spanish translation 
of  the Bible. He had the duty of  insuring that the Spanish text was faithful to the Hebrew and Greek 
manuscripts. This translation, known as the Reina-Valera, is still the common Bible of  Spanish 
Protestants throughout the world.

Switzerland
John Calvin: Best remembered for his Institutes of  the Christian Religion, John Calvin was first and foremost 
a faithful preacher and shepherd. His articulation of  Biblical doctrine remains among the most coherent and 
concise ever written, and his influence in formulating Biblical principles of  government can be seen in the 
American system of  strictly limited, representative government with appropriate checks and balances.

Idelette de Bure: Originally from the Low Countries, Idelette and her husband were converted under the 
ministry of  John Calvin in Strasbourg. After her husband died, leaving her with two young children, she was 
courted and married by Calvin. On her death, after nine precious years of  marriage, her heartbroken husband 
wrote of  her as “the faithful helper of  my ministry,” and “the best companion of  my life.”

Henry Bullinger: A powerful preacher, Bullinger was called at Zwingli’s death to take up his work in 
reforming the city of  Zurich. His correspondents lived as far away as Belarus and Romania and included 
the most notable reformers and monarchs of  his day. At 12,000 extant letters, the surviving collection of  his 
correspondence is the largest from the 16th century, and reveals his wisdom, charity, and theological acumen.

Anna Bullinger: A former nun, Anna married Heinrich Bullinger in 1529. A sturdy and capable woman, 
she reared 11 children and made the Bullinger home a center of  hospitality.

Wibrandis Rosenblatt: Wibrandis Rosenblatt (1504-1564), sometimes termed “The Bride of  the 
Reformation,” served successively as helpmeet to three great reformers—Johannes Oecolampadius, Wolfgang 
Capito, and Martin Bucer—each of  whom was taken from her by death. These men were close allies and 
traveled throughout Switzerland and beyond to assist other cities in the work of  reformation and to delineate 
important doctrines. Wibrandis, helping to invent the role of  pastor’s wife, assisted them each in turn—
training the children, running their households (full of  relatives, refugee pastors, students, and even travelers 
such as Servetus!), writing letters, and caring for the poor and sick. These men spoke of  her as industrious, 
modest, obedient, biblical, calm, discreet, and self-sacrificing.

Pierre Viret: The only major native French-Swiss reformer, Pierre Viret was considered the most gifted 
and popular French preacher of  his day. Calvin’s dearest friend, he was also one of  the earliest articulators of  
a Reformed doctrine of  resistance to tyranny, as well as the proper separate jurisdictions of  church and state 
under God. After 20 years of  faithful ministry he was expelled from Lausanne for upholding the right of  the 
church to exercise discipline without interference from the civil authorities, and spent the remainder of  his 
life as an evangelist in France.


